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stances which had led to difficulty in Washington in understand-
ing precisely what the position of the Japanese Government was,
say as of September 4. I hoped thatVe were succeeding in
untangling the crossed wires, but the loss of a week or more in
straightening matters out was due in no part to any action of ours.

Mr. Ushiba remarked with surprising candour' that he did not
blame our Government in any way for wanting to know preciselv
what the aims and objectives of the Japanese are before com-
mitting itself to such a dramatic move as that of a meeting between
the heads of Government of the United States and Japan. After
all, the crux of the problem was China, He felt that the Japanese
Government had shown very clearly that it proposed to
maintain the principle of the Open Door in China, but
that it had failed thus far to indicate clearly the terms which
it would propose to China for settlement of the China con-
flict. Months had dragged on in conversations in Washington,
and the Secretary of State had all along shown very clearly
that he did not intend to commit the American Government
in any decision until he knew in advance what the Japanese
peace terms were and was satisfied that those terms were in con-
formity with the principles which he advocated for the regulating
of relations between nations.

Mr. Ushiba suggested that our Government should ask the
Japanese Government to disclose those terms, as he could assure
me that his Government would immediately respond to any such
request, I said that I was unable to follow him in those observa-
tions : as Mr. Ushiba had himself suggested, we had long ex-
pressed desire to know the character of the Japanese peace terms ;
in our draft of June 2is Section III, we had inserted a phrase
which was designed to indicate that the Japanese Government
would have communicated those terms to the American Govern-
ment before any approach was to be made *by the President to
the Chinese Government. I had therefore assumed that failure
on our part to be apprised of the Japanese peace terms was caused
by refusal on the part of the Japanese Government to disclose
them to us.

Mr. Ushiba said that he did not know precisely how the present
situation arose, but that he could assure me that the Japanese
Government would be only too glad to communicate the terms
to the President and to have the President show them to the Chinese
and other interested Governments. After some discussion, it seemed
desirable that the initiative with regard to communication to us
of the peace terms come from the Japanese side. Mr. Ushiba
would suggest to Prince Konoye that he communicate the terras
to Mr. Grew as further evidence of the good faith of the Japanese
Government and of its eagerness to enter into formal negotiations
with the American Government. It was also agreed that
if Prince Konoye should feel that some further initiative